
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074 

8 February 2001 

John Fedak 
2173 Truittsburg Rd. 
Fairmount City, PA 16224 

Dear John, 

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Yellow-billed Loon at Keystone Reservoir on 
10 October 1997. After careful review, the committee regrets that it cannot accept this record. 
A majority of members felt that most of the evidence supported the identification, but not beyond 
all doubt. Among the troubling factors stated was an impression that the details combined some 
characters of an adult and others of a first-year bird. For such an extreme rarity in eastern North 
America, the committee believes acceptance should be conservatively based upon a bird that 
appears perfectly typical in all respects. 

The committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean that the bird was not the species 
reported, but rather that the committee believes the documentation submitted does not support 
the identification conclusively. 

We hope that this will not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rarities you 
may find in the future. 

Finally, the committee apologizes for the unacceptably long delay before all members were able 
to vote on the record. Circumstances beyond our control caused the problem, and we believe 
that we are back on a timely track. 

Sincerely, 

For the Committee: 
Paul Hess, Chairman 

P.S. Beginning this year observers will receive postcards acknowledging that the committee has 
received their documentation. In addition, whereas observers formerly were notified only when 
reports were not accepted (in disappointing or irritating letters like this one), they will now 
receive cards announcing that their records have been accepted. 

Record #200-01-1999 
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SENECA ROCKS AUDUBON SOCIE'fY 
BIRD SIGHTING DOCUMENTATION GUIDE 

This fonn is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of rare or unusual birds. It may be used 
flexibly and need not be used at all except as a guide. Attach additional sheets as necessary. PLEASE PRINT 
OR TYPE. The following checklist can be used to remind yourself of items that you want to include in this 
report. Not all of these points will be seen, nor are they all necessary to correctly identify a species, but not 
including something you saw lessens the value of your documentation. PLEASE REPORT WHAT WAS SEEN, 
NOT WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN SEEN. 

SIZE, SHAPE, AND PLUMAGE DESCRIPTION: 
_LGive size compared to a common bird 
-4,L,.,Shape ( warbler, thrush, hawk, etc.) 1:>1 .. ,.., '"; 

/ Head: colors and pattern 

LOC_NfION: 
_v1>_1 laace name (town, park, SGL, etc.) 
_..d:ounty and State 
....LHabitat (field, woods, water, plants, etc.) 
CONDffiONS: 

./rime of day 
_L_)~ye: color, ring, stripe, lore, brow 
__LJ3ill: length, color 
_.dLegs: color, length, toes (number, type) 

/CJpperparts: nape (neck), back, rump 

j Temperature 1\0 _,..,i- 4 Sc, , .. - ,,-
CH:-ti.,N(> (. l, ~' J,.o..._,'\ <'.' Cit<._/~. \7u, 

7 Tail: colors, shape, pattern, length u ... k "...., ,.1 

_LUnderparts: .!hr~ breast, belly, flanks, vent 
V'Wings: colors, wingbars, length, wing linings, 

shape 
✓Parts of bird that couldn't be seen D,J --: 0+ s~ 61.,l•v 

- VI' i." l,t=lir.r \.-'I "t'"'"'-- \~, 

BEHAVIOR: 1 

✓ Posture s.._t .,,,.,...,.j 
- Feeding method 
- Flight pattern 
-Vocalization 
✓Preening or sleeping tJ 0 

-rOth • C..:,M'1-.> l001', P,l,' 8 :,If ,r-,c,; _v_, er species present 8 • ..,.,,.,.· f~, ..,,1,), .... , 6 ., ~,· 

_Llnteractions with other birds 1v~,-,i: 

Nesting (building, brooding, etc.) 
NUMBER ,SEX, AGE: 
_Number of birds 
_Sex by plumage or behavior 
_Age by plumage or behavior 

SPECIES Yl\low 'bi dtd 

_LSky/cloud cover...;. _) ·c.~l- (,J Vp \,.,+<-v .•• (vC-'l• ..ii 
v'Precipitation/snow cover O .. ~ , 
..,/Water(depth,waves,%ice) 'uq,ti, ,s " 0 t:l'lo~,..i 

7wind (speed, direction) 
V!Moon phase co,--.~;"'" v p <>N >JE.vJ 

TD -fl..... f Sun (location in relation to you and bird) 1... J + 
_Length of sighting 'X 2- 5 ,.... .., ... -+,.;; 
/ Distance to bird 7 5 'I,. > 
./Optics (binos, scope, power of each) 
✓ Experience with this species, years birding 
~ How were similar species eliminated? -s .. " "'· '- - _.,, 

_LField guide used (during and after sighting)~ 
::2tv'as description written from notes made d~ 

observation, notes made after observatiop,-oc 
mcmagc? Was field guide used prior to -\ 

)Yriting field notes? No) !3..,-r ""'5 vKiJ f\, t<.J' 

LOther observers (are they reporting?) fv oN £' 
vSicetch or photograph (sketches, no matter ho;, 

- b · I ful' <n4ot t~C:,.rt t=,,~11) as1c, are extreme y use 8 ,,.~ J,Hw.r:'-""' wrti.._ 
(.-, I J...... t,;f 
D,: . \ -~' 

~off ,..,;o..-.J ::i:= """ ,,,.,,f- l.. o~n::J) I i\m Jure 
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- Record No.: 004-01-1997 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii) 

Date of Sighting: 10 October 1997 to 10 October 1997 
Location: KEYSTONE RESERVOIR 
County: ARMSTRONG 
Observer(s): John Fedak 

Date of Submission: 1997 
Submitted by: John fedak 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Class 
Member Class I Class II Class III Abstain 

IV-A Class Class 
IV-B IV-C 

Class V 

D. Couchman X 
T. Floyd ><. 
P. Hess X 
R. Ickes ~ 
J. McWilliams x._ 
B. Reid X 
P. Rodewald x 
TOTALS I /_; 2- 2-

DECISION X 
Comments: I - '-( - '-

/ 
Signature (Secretary): //.4'~ 4 ~ Date: 7//.t'/UJ 

/ P' 'l ,£/'' 




